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Jíiiiistry of Foreign Aftairs,

Santiago, ApríL 12, 1'879.

Mr. Minister.—Armexed to the présent note yoi will find a copy 
of the official gazette oí Chili, from. wliich yon will learn the autho- 
rization conferred on my government by the high authorities of the 
State, to declare war against Perú, and conduct it to an endby all 
the meaos recognized by the rights of nations, and with all the 
resources at the disposal ofthe country.

Byorder of H. E. the President ofthe Republic. I fulfil the duty 
ofinforming yon ofthe grave causes that have led to the formation 
of this unavoidable though lamentable resolution, which breaks oíd 
ties that Chili has always emleavored to strengthen.

The government, in whose ñame I have the honor of speaking, 
flatters itself ■vvitli the hope that tire calm judgment of that repre- 
sented by Y. E. will dnly appreciate the conduct that Chili has 
observed in this emergency—as foreign to her character and tradi- 
tion as contrary to her dearest interests.

The especial characteristic of this country, the constant tendency 
ofits foreign policy, and even its social and economic necessities 
have withdrawn it from all spirit of adventnre, and have stidjulated 
it to maintain the most friemlly relations with all nations. Chili Rves
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by peace and industry; requives as a prime element of its prospe- 
rity, foreign immigration; and possessing a vast territory only. 
partially fertilized by the rude labor of its sons, requives more 
that any peoplé, foreign and interna! tvanquility.

The latter has been obtained, thanks to the frank adoption of a 
system by which all the public powers emauate from the national 
vote; and clearly is it provecí, by the history of many years,. that it 
has always endeavored to avoid conflict with foreign nations. The 
republic can show with legitímate pride that it has never heen 
sparing of its blood or resources whenever it has been embarked in 
a noble cause, and much less wheu to it has been united the inte- 
rests of this continent; but it can also declare with no less satisíac- 
tion that, though always ready to defend outraged rights, it has 
systematically avoided all provocation, even uuder circumstances 
that would have authorized it. Only a few months ago it has given 
a new proof of the traditional character of its policy, by subinitting 
to the honorable solution of arbitration an. oíd and vexed question it 
sustaiued against a neighboring power, althoügh it liad to yield to 
to the uncertainty of a sentence, rights to which the national sent- 
iment attached great importance. From this it will be easy for Y. E. 
to deduce that Chili, in forgetting its historie conduct and the 
necessicies of its situation, has done so only by the irresistible forcé 
of evident justice and in obedience to the clearest demanda on-its 
dignity.

Aíy Government very recently compilad with its duty in mani- 
festmgto those with whom it has the pleasure to maintain cor­
dial relations, the circunstanc.es which obliged it to declare at.a'n 
end the treaty existing with Solivia, and to occypy the territory 
lying between paral lele 23 and 24 S. lat.

Subsequently, and without previous declaration of war, the 
Pres:dent of Bolivia issued a decree emanating from his single 
will, by which he expelled Chillan citizens from that state, conlis- 
cated their pyoperty, and sequestrated the producís of'the indus­
try and capital of this country.

It is un necessary to recapitúlate the bonds uniting the two 
nations, confirmed by solemn treaties, never respected by our 
neighbors; unnecessary to repeat that since 1866 till the occupa- 
tion of Antofagasta on Feo. 14 of this -year, my Government, by 
a series of concessions more or less valuable, liad arrived at the 
last sacrifice in order to maintain peace.

If Chili has been fbreed into war, it is not thrqugh its own act, 
but is the unavordable consequence of the extraordinary conduct 
observed by the Government of La Paz. This, on one hand de- 
clined to fulfil the treaty of 1874, in virtue of which, and by

circunstanc.es
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whose solé title it occupied conditionally the territory whose 
possession was transferred by the treaty mentioned. On the other 
it rcfused the honorable resource of arbitration, pretending to 
constitute itself absoluto judge of the ínterpretation and practica! 
application of the rights and-duties established by the mutual 
Sanction of both nations.

From whatever point of view the severest impartiality may 
consider the irregular proceedings ofthe Bolivian authoritiesl we 
feel convinced that the friendly powers whose opinión we so 
inuch esteem will recognize, inhomage.to the strictest justice, 
that the situation imposed on Chili by a will notits own, indica- 
ted one solé course' as possible in protection ofits decorum.

MyJGovernment nevertheless, in spite of antecedents that per- 
haps should have indicated a different course, wished to limit 
itself to pointing out the natural consequences of the rupture of 
the’treaty of 1874. Ifit be undeniabla that before the treaty of 
186G the territory comprised between parallels 23 and 24 belon- 
ged to Chili by rightand by the constant exercise of veritable 
possession; if itbe true that it was ceded to Bolivia by the treaty 
of 1874 on the emphatic condition that no new taxes should be 
levied on Chiban industry and capital; and if in fine, it is the 
melancholy truth proved by public documente of the Bolivian 
Government, that it, turning a deaf ear to all remonstran.ce, cea- 
sed in truth to impose taxation, bnt fendered illusory the right 
of property recognized by its own laws—it was necessary on the 
part of Chile tó replace things i n the statp in which they stood 
before the extraordinary violation ofthe treaty mentioned.

This violent act of Bolivia was necessarily followed by the 
occupation ofthe consideration ceded, on the ground of nonfulfil- 
mént of the conditions. This sufficiently explains the landing oí 
our troops at Antofagasta, so that in attributing to this the cha- 
racter of a belligerent act, the antecedents of the cónflict are de- 
liberately disregarded, In order to avoid the occupation, Bolivia 
possessed the means open to the commonest honesty—viz, pro- 
mising to respect the treaty of 1874. This would have been the 
course of a civilized nation, for no reasoning, no protest, can 
defend the unjust sentenco Bolivia claimed to give in the ques- 
tion: to retain the territory it owed to the liberality of Chili, and 
at the same time to break the fundamental condition of the con- 
cession.

It is painful, but at the same time indispensable, to bring to 
the memory of friendly powers another evident reason that my 
government could have wished not to revea!, out of respect to 
State of the same origin. Official docaments, and still more, the
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prívate history of Chilian industry on the coast .betw'een 23° and 
24° S. lat., are witnesses that cannot be refuted, t.o the fact trían 
since 1866 to the date of the occupation of Antofagasta, the Bo­
livian government a'ppearsto have conceived, organized, and put 
in practice an inflexible system of persecution against the devel- 
opement of Chilian enterprís-es which have been the only origin 
and the principal element of the wealth of that locality, never 
suspected and never stunrilated by the prívate industry or natío- 
nal protection otBolivm.

The capital of this republic, and that developed under the pro- 
tection of our laws without distinction of nationality, being em- 
barked in costly speculatioris, my government could not view 
with indifferenoe the adoption by Bolivia of spacial measures 
ten ling to place Ghilians :.i an oxceptional situation. Soon 
after the trcaty of 186G, and tlien after that of 1874, the 
painful certainty was rcalized that in Bolivia no idea 
existed of individual guáranteos; Tases were imposed under 
the pretext of municipal ratas; disgraceful punishments wem in- 
flieted by the authorities on citizens of this republic, and finally, 
a Chilian enterprise for the working of nitrate beds, authorized 
by the Bolivian government, afforded a pretext for a law irre- 
concileable with the most essential stipulatiou of the triaty of 
1874.

My government could not and ought not abandon its citizens 
to the caprice of that of Bolivia, and less to the discretion of its 
subalterna; and the oñicial documenta inserted in the reports of 
th* Ministry of Foreign Affairs since 1866 render unnecessary 
any additional proof that since then ti 11 now it has been iinpos- 
sible to restrain the action ofthe Bolivian authorities.

These precedents showed suffici'ently that the occupation of 
Antofagasta was urgently.required, through the violation ofthe 
treaty; and my government found itself under the necessity oí' 
ordering it, for the protection of i nterests and persona threatened 
by measures which respected no rights whatever.

The ocupation effected on Feb. 14 could not be considered as 
a declaration of war, and stíll less as a threat on the part of my 
government against the sovereignty of Bolivia. Ñor was it reason- 
able to suppqse that the Cabinet of Santiago intended to modify- 
the geograpliical limits ofthe neighboring nations. In this con- 
ílict, which never would have arisen if even a show of respect 
liad been evinped for the spirit and letter of treaties,' what this 
republic has airned atfrom the begimiing, with the greatest frank- 
ness, was to defend its national rights and protectprívate property. 
Before 1866 we possessed effectively up to the párallel 23. By
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the treaty of that year we accepted the cxploitation in common 
up to parallel 25; and'subsequently we fixed the limits oí Chili 
at 24°, on condition of the neighboring reptiblic leaving our in- 
diistry free from any new eiuictiog.

The sitüation of the two republics seemed to ;be olear enough. 
Chili renonneed its effective pqseession up tó lat. 23“ S.; Bolivia 
ceded its fantastic pvetensions up to lat. 24° and both countries, 
respecting the fact that Antofagasta, Mejillones, Caracoles, and 
Salinas were of Chilian creation, agreed to guarantee the freedom 
of the industries established iñ those regions. This undoubtedly'. 
•mported an ¡mínense sacrifico to Chili, considering that she not 
’only ceded to Bolivia a territory in dispute, but also alarge area 
over which her title could not have bcen questioned for a mo- . 
ment.

The antecedents of the treaty of 1866 and the negotiation? which 
resulted in that of 1874, are the most evident proofs that Chili, far 
from dcsiring the extensión of its limits recognized under the 
colonial regime, ouly sought an arrangement that permitted the un- 
trainmelled exercise of Chilian indüstry: notwithstanding the appro- 
priation by Bolivia of the territory that we possessed.

It is unnecessary to dwell upoii the right of a sovereign state to 
claim from another with which it .contracted the fulfilmenfr of its 
stipulations, and the no less indisputable faculty to employ the means 
of enforcement which the law of nations has placed in use. Althougli 
the proceeding of my Government was opea to no objection, consi­
dering that the conflict with Bolivia in no way affected Perú, we 
wished to give the latter a proof of our friendship by informing it 
fully of whatever transpirad, calling previously its attention to the 
necessary results of a groundless compl ¡catión.

The Lima Cabinet knew, therefore, every'thing concerning the 
negotiations at La Paz; it could appreciate the tenacious resistance 
opposed to the conciliatory proposals of our chancery; and it also 
knew that such proposals were replied to by unheard-of acts of 
violent sooliation. In spite of this, that Cabinet, so zealous fór the 
peace of America, which has assumed at the eleventh hour the 
charge of Bolivia, could fmd then—when an opportunity offered for 
it to fulfil its duty—not a single word ñor course whatever to avert 
a conflict in which it may now be said Perú represented a secret 
role by no means in conformity with its much talked-of highmin- 
dedness.

It was our duty then to confide in the loyalty of Perú; still more 
we had the right to demand it, either on the ground of a sincere 
friendship, or as a slight return for the blood of our citizens and our
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honorable

treasure spent in giving that country a nrtionality, and dcfcnding it 
at the price of our owu ruin.

It wos natural for us to give faith to the, professions of neutrality 
which the Peruvian Government transmitted to us through our 
plenipotentiary; and to consider as friendly • the intimation given 
us by that Cabinet, that until war was declared it musí permit the 
passage of'Bplivian troops through its temtory, in virtu.c of a prc- 
vious treaty.

• There were, however, varióos antecedente-which contradicted in 
a great mensure the declarations that now we muy stigmatize as 
insidióos, with full knowledge of circumstances. The President of 
Perú did not hesitate to express his fears for the pressure that 
miglit be bronght to Bear in an opposite sense by a reckless popular 
opinión. He hinted at the not improbable event of the action of the 
authorities being interfered with, and recognized the influence of 
certain circles whose disaffection to Chili is only founded on the 
childish jealousy with which our prosperity is regarded.

This caused my government to observe an attitude of vigilant 
expectation. According to the rules regulating, the rclations of 
friendly powers, it would have been rash to provoke- a definitive 
situation; but according to the claims of our own responsibility, we 
were bound to prepare for any emergency.

This explains the reception accerded to the extrhordinary lega- 
tion from Perú which. arrived at Santiago at the beginning of 
March, with words of peace and conciliation.

The nature of the complication with Bolivia did not exelude the 
possibility of some arrangement, as it was not our desi re to make 
war unnecessarily. My government, however, believed that all me- 
diation under the then circumstances was inopportune; that it had 
even been so when on a previous occasion it, had been offered by 
the chargé cl’affaires of Perú; and that the Cabinet of Lima had 
lost the occasion of interposing its friendly offices, even if it had at 
any time professed them.

When the government of La Paz showed itselfdeaf toall remons- 
trance; when its only argument was decrees violatary of the treaty 
of 1874; when it replied to pacific indications by the enforcement of 
the law of 1878 which implicitly abrogated its recent pledges to 
Chili;-—then indeed mediation would have been practicable, sup- 
posing that Perú had possessed the real character oí an honorable 
mutual friend.

Believing firmly that mediation for the moment was groundless, 
tny government yet considered that such belief was, not incompati­
ble with hearing the ideas of the Peruvian government transmitted 
by it.-.: representative Don José Antonio de Lavalle. At the prelimi-
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nary conference held by thc undersigned with Señor Lavalle, it ap- 
pearerl that the object of the mission was to exchange ideas and 
inake general observations on the Chileno-Bolivian question. As 
then the belief became more pronouncedin the existence of a secret 
treaty of alliance, concluded in the year 1873 between Pera and 
Bolivia, it scemed advisable to interrógate señor Lavalle concerning 
an event of such importance; and as at the same time an unusual 
activity was observable in the army and navy of Perú, explanations 
were demanded as to the signification and object of such prepara- 
tipns.

Señor Lavalle gave the following reply:
«That he had no knowledge of the treaty alluded to; that he belie- 

ved it had no existence; that it could not have been approved by 
the Congress of 1873, because the legislatura being biennial till the 
constitutional reform of 1878, that assembly did not meet in that 
year; and that he was sure it was not approved on the following 
years, during which he had the honor of presiding over,the diplo- 
matic committee of Congress, at which such negotiation would 
necessarily have had to be discussed. But nevertheless, as since his 
arrival in Chili, he had heard the existence of this treaty spoken 
of, he had asked instruetions from his government, which he would 
communicate immediately they were received.»

Respecting the belligerent attitude which Perú commenc¡ed to 
assume, its representative attributed it to the special condition of 
its terriiory. and to the necessity of preventing its violation by the 
operations of the belligerents, which it was reasonable to anticípate, 
as the Bolivians had invaded it even in cases of internal commotion.

These explanations were not tranquilizing, because they were 
not conclusivo, and confirmed my government iu the conviction that 
it would be necessary to resolve so equivocal a situation before the 
cabinet of Lima itself, and even without knowing its antecedents, 
instruetions were sent at the First moment to our minister at that 
capital, to ask for a prompt declaration of neutrality.

The Cabinet of Lima, as I have already had the honor of stating 
to Y. E., declarad to our representative in verbal conference that it 
would be neutral in the conflict with Bolivia, and that such resoln- 
tion would remain in suspense until the declaration of war were 
notified to it.

On March 14 our minister in Lima announced to my government 
that thc charge d’affaires of Bolivia had inade known to the diplo- 
matic corps there resident that his country was at war with Chili, 
and on the same day orders were sent señor Godoy to demand the 
declaration of neutrality. It was asked for, in modérate ternas, on the 
17th of the same month, and the Peruvian chancery, replyitig on
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the 21st, referred to instructions that would be transmitted to its 
envoy extraordinary in Chili, without explaining the rea^ons which 
iñduced it to delav the solution of a legitímate right which gave no 
margin for further explanations. The disloyal evasión ofPeru was 
tinacceptable even to the least saspicious judgment, and for this rea- 
son my government informed Señor Grodoy on'the same day that it 
did not admit of such a tardy course being adopted; that it insisted 
on claiming its right in Lima itself; and that it now not only asked 
Perú to define its attitude, but demandad a frar.k explanation as to 
the object of its ármament, and substantial guarantees for the hitare, 
in the event of any probable contingency.

Such a demand was fully justified. The extraordinary mission oí 
Señor Lavalle, at such a critical mome.nt, only served to satisfy us 
as to his ignorance o! subjeets of ¡mínense importance; and at the 
same time the government of Lima had to be reminded that it had 
confessed itself impotent to fulfil its duty, and that an explosión of 
bate as profound as unreasonable against this .republic, had burst 
forth aniong the people of the pretended mediator.

The moinent had therefore arrived to dissipate all doubt. My go- 
vemment, sensible of the responsibility weighing apon it, and being 
aware of the extent of the right of self-defcuce before an ill-defined 
neutrality that was arming in every liaste, did not hesitóte to give 
its demands the pressing nature that the gravity of the situation 
demanded.

On the said 21st of March, Señor Godoy commuuicated to my 
governinent the result of that step, but the detective telegraphic 
transmissjon necessitated the'rectification of the dispatch, which 
frcm various causes cou'ld not be effected before the night of the 24th. 
His note had not been replied to in writing, but in verbal conference 
he was given clearly to nnderstqnd by Ihe government of Perú, that 
it was impossible for it jo assume a neutral attitude, owing to the 
existénce of a treaty of alliance with Bolivia. in spite of the impor- 
tance of this déclaration, that government insisted on Chili abiding 
by the explanations of the Peruvian envoy; and exhibited, with an 
impassiveness at variance with the simplest demands of honor, the 
de.sire of postponing the solution of the problem.

Notwithstandin.g, my government, obedient to the respect which 
it has always professed towards the opinions of other nationá, and 
desirous of avoiding the reproach ofhastiness, by the omission ofany 
essential requisito to establish clearly the situation ofPeru, endea- 
vored to obtain explicit and exact explanations.

On the said 24thof March peremptory instructions were sent to 
our miníster at Lima. According to them he was to insist that the 
question of neutrality should not be discussed in Chili; that we de-
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that with such
4. That a 

Lavalle; but

I

manded t.he immediatc and,guara ntee.d Suspensión of ¡he armmnent, 
and tlie production of the secret treaty, incptiring if'it ivas approvcd 
in due forro, and if Perú was disposed to abrógate it. immediately 
and give us the requisito, explanationsfor having négotiaí.'d in seemt, 
while on terms of friendship with us, a treaty showiug want oí con- 
fidence in and even ofhostilitv towards Chili.

Such were our last demanda and their just foundat.ions. Our re- 
presentative in Lima, putting them into prompt execution, conferred 
verbally with the head of the. Peruvian government and the members 
of bis Cabinet,

The result of those conferences was the following declarations, 
which snffice without any comment to show the internat.ional policy- 
of a governtpent allied till then with us by a treaty of friendship 
offered by Chili when the anciént. niasters of Perú imposed on it a 
liumiliating vassálage.

The Cabinet of Lima, without a tinge of shame, undetcrred by 
recent events, without even the frankness which occasionally excu­
ses great fault.s, tranquilly answered our minister:

1. That it would not declare ñor assume an attitude of neutrality, 
though with an incomprehensible logic it offered, neverthele'ss, on 
its already violated word, to suspend its warlike preparations.

2. That the secret treaty with Bolivia—-a shameful net spread for 
our friendship—was duly completed for a long time past.

3. That that treaty, whose hidden existen® was t.he best proof 
of its bastard nature, had to. be kept secret in accordance with one 
ofits articles, calculated cunningly againstthe friend of many years, 
the ally in trouble, the saviour in the two great crises of th<; nation

' ,h a monument testified its gratitude; and
copv of thi.s singular treaty had been remitted to señor 
on the understanding that it sliouid only be read to us, 

donbtless to satisfv our curiosity to know a negotiation whose like 
can scarcely be found in the darkest records of diplomacy.

It is not surprising that the Cabinet óf Lima had thé assiirance 
to insist, with all the appearance of seriousness, on the possibility of 
the continuance of the pending negotiations!

If all this was not war, such as it is understood by civilized na- 
tions, it signified the same thing, under the trausparent disguise of 
a mediator who assumed'the double part of a friend when he was an 
interested belligerent.

The secret. treaty of Feb. 6, 1873, needs no lengthy examination 
to ascertain its object; and the reserve in which it has been main- 
tained confirms in the least suspicious mind the convict.ion that it 

' was entered into solely as a means of security for tlm ti-wd egotishi 
of Perú in its péeuuiary troubles, and to aid th<p schemes oí the
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govertnnent oí Bolivia, a perpetual conspirator against the treaty oí 
1866. In 1873 neither Pera ñor Solivia was threatened by the. remo- 
test danger o'f territorial dismemberinent; and much less could itbe 
foreseen that Chili cherished such idea, seeing that it had granted to 
Bolivia whatever that republic demanded in the convention of 1866 
—applauded by the Bolivian péople as a splendid manifestation oí 
Chilian generosity.

The treaty of 1873 ■ wed its origin—hidden as a shameful act—to 
the mensures adopted by Peni at that epoch, to justify one of the most 
audacious and cruel spoliations witnessed by countries submitted to 
a regime ofconnnon respect towards the industry of all nations.

Perú desired to monopolize and apporopriate the nitrate works; 
and in order to sustain its daily diminishing credit, adopted the 
supreme mensure of ruining an industry to satisfy a fiscal voracity 
that could not satisfy itself with the ordinary resources of a counlry 
that has lived, thanks to its territorial wealth, in complete oblivious- 
ness of economy and labor.

Y. E. cannot be ignorant of the situation of these three república 
in February, 1873; and in fact; only by the cause I. have just indi- 
cated can be explained the existence of the treaty ofthatyear, enter- 
ed into in previsión of acts that nobody threatened to realize—that 
could not b'e realized while the treaty of 1866 cxisted; and when in 
no case was it possible to anticípate that Chili or any other nation 
would threaten the integrity of Bolivian tcrríto.ry, or the never- 
disputed sovereignty of Perú, within its recognized limits.

It is evident that Perú soughtin the treaty 01^1873 to protect the 
financiál mensures it meditated against an industry that in any 
commonly scrupulous country would have had the right to developo 
itself freely. What it desired was to strengthen the nitrate mono- 
poly, without considering the sums invested in that industry; for . 
in rain are antecedents of any kind scraped up to justify the 
belief — not probable, but even possible — of any aggression 
against the independence or dominión of the contracting powers.

Knowing the respective situation of these countries,.the secret 
treaty of which I have spoken was either wholly useless, or it 
ppssessed an ulterior design that events have shown to be the 
real one. Neither Bolivia ñor Perú could fear the perturbation of 
their sovereignty by anyofthe surrounding nations; so that the 
alliance is explainable by much less elevated motives, and which 
decidcdly were intended to enibarrass the action of my govern- 
inent in exacting the due fulfihnent of the treaty we had celebra- 
ted with Bolivia, and provide against the consecprences ofthe 
indignant clamor of Chilian citizens, despoiled by the despotic 
hand of the inonopoly established in Tarapacá.
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As a last analysis, the Péru-Bolivian .conven ti on was for Perú 
tile coid calculatiori of a trader; and for Bolivia a vote of índem- 
nity which covered the previous violations and futuro infractions 
óf the agreement of 186,6. The monopolizing interest of the 
former republic and the international ill-faáfh of the socond, 
íound their faithful expression in that document, whose celebrity 
will be as lasting as the condemnation which the honest con­
sciente of every civilized people will attach to it.

And this, Y. E. will observe as an original lesson of diploma- 
tic loyalty, was on the evo of adjusting the treaty of 1874; when 
Chili, without necessity, and only in homagé to peacé, being 
able to exact the fulfilment of the treaty of 1866, agréed to re- 
nounce its recognized right to the territory between 24° and 23°.

There is even yet something more worthy of observation. Art. 
3 of the secret convention reserves to each party the qualifica- 
tion of the casus feederis. The 8th establishes as a solemn pledge, 
to avért war as far as possible, employing conciliatofy nieans to 
avoid a ruptura, and among them arbitration.

Perú therefore possessed the fullest liberty of action for deci- 
ding if the time for an alliance liad arrived. It could and ought 
to have considerad the object and character of the operations 
undertaken by my government; and more than one opportunity 
presented itself for offering its mediation, when it assisted as a 
imite witness to the negbtiations whose logical results it could not 
otherwise than foresee. It is not therefore unwarranted, to impute 
to the Cabinét of Lima, the delibérate intention, forxned long before, 
of assuming the character of a belligerent. For this reason it 
manifested a decided inclination for neutrality even whilst it 
armed with unusval rapidity; for this it sent us a legation which 
claimed to be without ihstructions on the cardinal points oí its 
mission; for this, whilst it delayed the replies asked by our repres­
entativo, it sent urgent orders to Europe for new war material.

All this would merit, on the part of any power disinterested 
in the conflict, qualifications too severo for my Government to 
repeat here, out of respect for that of Y. E. The nations whose 
worthy representiitives. I have the honor to address, will observe 
by the accompanying documente, that even accepting as obliga- 
tory the secret treaty of 1873, the Peruvian Government was 
free from any pledge. That of Bolivia refusód the arbitration re- 
ferred to in art. 8 of the secret treaty, as it did in tlie treati’es ce- 
lebrated with Chili; and the casus feederis liad not Óccurred, inas- 
niuch as Chile stated, and repeated frequently, that it did not 
intend to conquer a hand’s breadth of Bolivian territory. Perú not 
only could but should observe the strictest neutrality, even obser-
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Alejandro Fierro.

¡nconceivable that Perú should inforin us by its 
of the treaty aróse from one of its onditions, 

ptibilities inight be wounded ifit proceeded to act 
' r : 7 us of its relations with one of the

v ng the secret stipulat.ions binding it with Bolivia; because 
these are founded 011 the existence of a threat against territorial 
integrity, which was never thought ofon our part; and because 
they also fix as an indispensable preceden! to the casus fcederis 
the previous 'reeourse to arbitration.

The explanatioiis given by señor Lavalle, far from attenuating, 
strengthened inore clearly, if that be possible, the terminant spirit 
of the treaty of 1873. líow accept thé trifling excuse that it con- 
tained a generic stipulation, not directed at Chile, whilst it is 
carefully hidden from her knowledge? If the treaty meant a general 
guarantee against any advanee of a foreign power, why was the 
co-operation of Chile not sought, which has given more than one 
example ofbeing the first to contribute, with its men and its wealth, 
towards the maintenance of the sovereignty of nations of a coinmou 
orí gil)?

It was still more 
envoy that the reserve 
fearing onr suscej 
as mediator while informing 
belligerents.

To discuss such alegations would be merely to tire your patiencq, 
and is doubly unnecessary, inasmuch as Perú, from the beginning 
of the conflict has doae everything in its power to elude any explana­
ron relating to the secret treaty.

My government needed no extraordinary effort to ascertain, from 
the acts and declarations related, what was the position that Perú 
preferred to assume, what were the rights, an more than all, what > 
were the dutres that were consequently imposed.

The mediator offered himself backed by andarín?, whose rapid 
reunión testitied to the previsión of proximate conflicts; manned his 
navy; and whilst uncertainly stammering words of impartiality, , 
allowed to transpire the engagement of a belligerent duly sealed.

It vas Perú which, if it did not declare war first, with the frank- 
ness of a nob.e resolution, coinmenced it first—and what is worse, 
a war hidden and sheltered under false potestations of friendship.

Chile has never fbrgotten the course marked out by the patriotism 
oí its sons, the energy strengthened by the conviction oí violated 
justice, and its historie ñame ainong civilized nations. It is Perú 
that has plotted and desired war, let Perú therefore be charged 
with the responsibiiity, whilst Chili delivers its future to the pro- 
teetion of God, to the stqut hearts of its citizens, and tothejust 
opinión of enlightened nations.—I have, &c.


